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Then their son, Garrett, sitting in a Birmingham, Ala., conference
room 600 miles and a time zone away, broke the tension.
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"I got it,” he said. PHOTOS
Johnson, a graduate student and track-and-field star at Florida State,
had just been named one of 32 Rhodes Scholars from the United
States. He will head to Oxford, England, in September for post-
graduate studies.

The announcement -- and phone call -- capped a grueling process that
spanned six months, eight mock interviews before the final one this
past weekend and 40 rewrites of Johnson's personal statement.

Garrett W. Johnson
(GLENN BEIL/
ASSOCIATED PRESS)

Cramming 21 years of hislife -- his athletic career, surviving life-
threatening bloods clots last year, his volunteer work in Haiti -- into
1,000 well-chosen words had been the hardest part. That, and being a
bit "anti-social" in the process.

"He hasn't been home in awhile. Every holiday, he's been with Jody," Carmen Johnson said,
referring to Jody Spooner, director of FSU's Office of National Fellowships.

Saturday's phone call, then, was appropriately rushed.
"I really didn't get to talk to them much,” Garrett said Monday. "My mom just started yelling.”

Then he had to call Spooner and Harlis Meaders, one of histrack coaches. By the end of the
weekend, university President T.K. Wetherell and Gov. Jeb Bush, in whose office Johnson has
been interning, were lining up to congratul ate him.

The honor has been received as an equal reflection on the university, which lately has renewed its
efforts to inform students of national fellowships, then usher them through the application process.
Johnson is FSU's first Rhodes Scholar in 30 years.

"It's ared-letter day for the university and certainly avery proud moment for our athletics
program," Athletic Director Dave Hart said. "I don't think anybody embodies what you look for in
a student-athlete any more than Garrett."

Johnson, who attended Tampa Baptist Academy before moving on to FSU, is studying public
administration after graduating magna cum laude in three years with a double-major in political
science and English. He aso holds school recordsin the indoor and outdoor shot put and is second
all-time at FSU in the discus.

In December 2003, midway through his second year on campus -- his career has defied traditional
academic |labels such as "freshman” and "sophomore” -- he was taken to the hospital with blood
clotsin hisleg and lungs. He lost nearly 40 pounds in the process of recovering but came back to
compete in fall 2004 and won NCAA East Region championships in the shot put and discus.

He has aremaining year of athletic eligibility because of histime off from the sport. He will forgo
it, though, to move to Oxford.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-fsurhodes2205nov22,0,2300441.story (2 of 4)11/22/2005 7:23:29 AM

IKnjoy a
Feast
of Sales
and
Deals

[ L .

iPods & MP3 Players
Flat Panel TVs
DVD Players
Toys & Games
Jewelry
Holiday Decorations

[ S ]

To find more deals
and gift ideas,
click here.

Point your phone's Web browser to
www.orlandosentinel.com for
breaking news, business, sports and
more. Automatically optimized for
mobile phones. Click to find out
more.

Most E-mailed Articles

. Thebest dog ever

. State troopers to target drivers
going 10-15 mph over the speed
limit

. Naked prowler shot in genitals
with Taser by deputies near Fort
Myers Beach

. No Kidding: Americans Acquiring
Taste for Goat

. When the painisreal but the cause
not seen

Talk about it: Bird flu

Arewetaking thebird flu too
serioudly or not serious enough?
What are your opinionson the
potential emergency? (Moder ated)

Cut off travel? Millions dead?
Financial ruin? Fear mongoring isfor
the weak and ignorant. "One Nation
ruled by the media." 1'm sooo scared of
inf.A! Yawn. Wake me when it gets
here.

Submitted by: Ugly JOe


http://www.orlandosentinel.com/about/orl-wirelesspromo,0,5368307.htmlstory?coll=orl-news-utility-bonus
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/about/orl-wirelesspromo,0,5368307.htmlstory?coll=orl-news-utility-bonus
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/orl-orbrownie2005nov20,0,1830706.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/state/sfl-1121fhp,0,565689.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/state/sfl-1121fhp,0,565689.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/state/sfl-1121fhp,0,565689.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sfl-1122shot,0,4495927.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sfl-1122shot,0,4495927.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sfl-1122shot,0,4495927.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/lifestyle/la-fi-goatmeat21nov21,0,4270544.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/lifestyle/la-fi-goatmeat21nov21,0,4270544.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/orl-fibro2205nov22,0,5061320.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/orl-fibro2205nov22,0,5061320.story?coll=orl-news-headlines-state&track=mostemailedlink
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/most-emailed.front
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/columnists/orl-miket2205nov22,0,563549.column
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-spt-fsurhodes1pic112205,0,4095348.photo
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-spt-fsurhodes1pic112205,0,4095348.photo
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=518591&AdID=188169&Custom=shoplocal&TargetID=57284&Segments=87,165,166,171,175,550,692,755,1427,1600,2167,3391,3470,3753,3907,4458,4709,5311,6105,6693,6787,51262,52005,52641,52800,53154,53158,53560,53836,53891,54042,54362,54400,54547,54569,54652,54653,54654,54719,54858&Targets=56843,14,56529,121,56699,5447,2812,55601,55574,56161,56981,56988,54574,54950,57284&Values=31,43,51,60,72,82,90,100,110,131,150,289,296,309,328,333,381,388,591,834,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1091,1093,1105,1112,1136,1191,1212,1263,1272,1282,1309,1604,1606,1617,1648,1653,1654,1664,1681,1732,1737,1745,1748,1754,1758,1786,1787,1788,1837,1838,1863,1870,1871,1882,1890,1892,1917,1957,1978,1985,1986,2011,2017,2035,2036,2044,2106,2161,2281,2283,2297,2377,2380,2548,2625,2719,2720,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2838,2861,2863,2915,2938,2948,2971,3005,3023,3024,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3065,3070,3088,3101,3103,3113,3117&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520(R1%25201.5)%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)%2CTID%2C29cisqc11o6kvb&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.shoplocal.com%2Forlandosentinel%2Fdefault.aspx%3Faction%3Dbrowsespecialpromo%26promo%3DThanksgiving%26adref%3DTI_thanksgiving%26r%3D632670651902854136893772158

'l got it," new Rhodes Scholar told his parents - OrlandoSentinel.com:

"But thisisagreat way to lose akid," said Meaders, who wrote one of eight recommendations
Johnson needed with his application.

Johnson will begin working at Oxford on development studies, with afocus on poverty in
developing nations. Having finally been handed that opportunity, a grinning Johnson now says the
past six months have felt like "a breeze."

He never would have used those words while he was in the heart of the process, though. There
were times when he felt the stress and weight and expectations of what he was trying to do.

"Every day," he said. "l just haven't done anything except for the Rhodes the last six months. But |
realy, realy wanted it."

Emily Badger can be reached at ebadger @orlandosentinel.com.
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